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or three days later he sent word to the fellow
and said: ' My friend, when all is said and done
you are a clever fellow. You are young in years
but know the world. You were of great help
to*me. Why do you wish to injure the tree
which you yourself watered ? You no doubt
know that you have also gained something by
being near me. Consider all this and tell me
how I shall proceed.' The cook said : ' That is
very well, sir. But it is too late now. If you
had asked me before you received money from
the Sowcar I could have given advice. Now
there is only one course and that is to return that
money to him. Let the man go to the woman
and express regret for what he did. You are the
head of the taluk. The man cannot -brush your
advice aside. Immediately after this I shall bring
an equal amount; or go out1 with you for three
months more and earn the money for you'. The
Subedar tried to move him from this position,
The man would not agree. Finally the officer
said: 'What shall I do? The whole town will
know if I take money out of the savings bank to
return it? The cook said : ' Pass me a pro-note
and I shall give you the money'. c What ? ' said
the Subedar. 'Shall I place my head in your
noose ?' 'Sir', said the cook, 'if I wish to injure
you, is not what I know enough ? Surely this